Antiphospholipid syndrome: pathogenic mechanisms.
Despite the strong association between antiphospholipid antibodies (aPL) and thrombosis, the pathogenic role of aPL in the development of thrombosis has not been fully elucidated. Proposed pathophysiological mechanisms may be categorized into two types. First, aPL may act in vivo by disrupting the kinetics of the normal procoagulant and anticoagulant reactions occurring on cell membranes. Second, aPL may stimulate certain cells thereby altering the expression and secretion of various molecules. In this article, we review the mechanisms by which aPL may develop thrombotic events.